
Molly the dog is cold and wet on her 

tight chain in the muddy yard. When 

she finally breaks her chain and 

escapes, danger lurks around the 

corner. Billy and Anna want to help 

Molly stay safe and warm, but they 

can’t do it alone. With the help of 

their classmates and the community, 

Billy and Anna find a creative way to 

get Molly “Out of the Cold”.   

Lakes Animal Friendship Society believes that healthy, happy pets are part of a healthy, happy family and community.

NEWS
Critter Care
FALL 2017

Critter Care News

”Out of the Cold” is based on the true story of our dog and cat house 
project. Hundreds of local students have helped with the project. Mr. 
Hofer and his class created the “Hofer House” design.

Students have built over 120 warm, 
sturdy houses and house kits for 
animals like Molly. Children of all 
ages have helped assemble and 
paint the houses with amazing 
colours and fun designs. The 
students in Mrs. Robertson’s class 
sewed beds and blankets to make 
the houses nice and cozy!

Local students contributed artwork for the book and pieces of the 
story. Every elementary student in the Lakes District received a free 
copy in school visits last fall. 

We also sent a free copy with instructions for building Hofer Houses 
to many animal groups 
around the world. That means 
our critter-loving classes and 
student superheroes are 
even more famous! They 
are inspiring people around 
the world to get involved in 
helping animals in their own 
communities. Turn the page 
to find out more. 
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Lucia, our youngest German fan 
reads “Out of the Cold”!
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Rogers, Arkansas USA
Toni was inspired 
by the Hofer House 
design! 

She brought the idea 
to her community. 
Vincent and Toni’s 
rescued pooch Griffin 
helped make some 
cozy homes for critters in need.

Terrace, BC
A Youth Group at 
Gitaus built Hofer 
Houses in their carving 
shed—a very special 
place. 

The Group painted 
names and hand 
prints on the houses. 
They were given to 
animals in need. The 
kids at Uplands School 
painted six houses 
and helped raise 
over $1000 to build 

more! One girl, Cassy, donated a house in memory of 
her grandma, Phyllis Ada Mitchell. Cassy knew that her 
grandma would have been so happy to keep an animal 
“Out of the Cold”. 

Way to go Pip from Northern Animal Rescue Alliance 
and all the kids and families involved! Our students are 
honoured to share their idea and help critters across the 
province!

Fort St. James, BC
LAFS volunteer Lynsey went to the Fort St. 
James Community Animal Care Event. 

While the kind folks 
from Canadian 
Animal Assistance 
Team were doing 
spaying and 
neutering, Lynsey 
was outside with 
kids and their 
families building 
and painting Hofer 
Houses. 

The families were 
able to take their 

house home. Indoors is best, but now their 
animals will be warm and dry when they are 
out in the yard.

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, 
committed, citizens can change the world. 
Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.”

~ Margaret Mead
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Delta, BC
When we launched “Out of the Cold” at the 
Delta Community Animal Expo in 2016, we held 
a Hofer House building competition.

Each team had to build a house from our 
kits. Then they painted their house with great 
colours and designs.

The teams REALLY got into it as you can see! 
The crowd voted on their favourite houses by 
donating loonies for the critters. All the houses 
went to animals in need of shelter from the 
summer heat and winter rain.

Walpole Island First Nations, Ontario
Canadian Animal Assistance Team member Amy 
Weber came to the 2014 Community Animal Care 
Event in Burns Lake.

Amy started a 
group of Ontario 
veterinary students 
who want to 
help animals and 
families in need.

Her group worked 
with Oneida 
Chippewa students 
from the Thames 
and Muncey First 
Nations to make 
40 Hofer House kits. The community of Walpole 
Island First Nations had fun putting the kits 
together and painting them.

Isn’t it amazing what can be done
when people work together?

Home of the world famous Hofer House design!  
The wonderful woodworkers in Dirk Hofer’s class 
made dozens of houses for dogs and cats in need. 
But this year, thanks to design inspiration from 
Lynsey Falconer, Dirk and his helper Nick Thompson 
created some small and BIG houses. Now we have 
the right size houses for any animal in need.

Mr. Hannigan’s 
students at Grassy 
Plains School had 
a great doghouse 
building day thanks 
to LAFS helper, 
Christina, and 
Constable James 
Wingfield. The 
Grassy students 
were happy to 
work hard for the 
critters!

Burns Lake, BC
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Community
Animal Care
In spring 2016, the Canadian Animal 
Assistance Team returned to Burns 

Lake one last time to help our community. In three 
days the team spayed and neutered 111 animals. 
They entertained and educated our student visitors, 
and helped them learn about veterinary care and 
jobs. The team has been to Burns Lake five times, 
and every time they have seen better and better 
care for the animals. They admire how much the 
students know about the needs of their animals 
including taking them to the vet regularly.

This spring, a new veterinary clinic rolled into town 
to help us. Dr. Kim Hunter created a new mobile 
clinic called “Vet to Pet Mobile Veterinary Services”. 
Her clinic is in a trailer she can take from community 
to community. Our Community Animal Care Event 
was the first big project for Dr. Hunter’s team. They 
were able to spay and neuter 40 dogs and cats in 
four days!

Thankfully we don’t have to wait for a Community 
Animal Care Event to bring our animals to the 
vet. Our amazing Burns Lake Veterinary Clinic is 
open year round. That means we can go there for 
emergencies, regular checkups and vaccinations 
and deworming. We can also get our dogs and cats 
in for spaying and neutering before they add to the 
overpopulation problem!
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Train Your DogTrain Your Dog

©Lakes Animal Friendship Society
www.lakesanimalfriendship.ca
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Down

Come

Sit

Heel

Stay

Can you name the command for each picture?



OUTDOOR CATS

Jeff and Audrey adopted brother and sister Mishka 
and Marceau. They are secured in pet backpacks, 
enjoying a hike in Arizona!

If you want to “roll” another way, how about a 
stroller? The cats are safe and sound but can 
see, smell and hear the world through the mesh 
windows.

When you hear the word “leash” you probably think 
“dog”. Did you know that some cats love to walk 
on a leash? Instead of a collar, a harness is used. 

Clem’s foster family walked him around the yard 
with a leash so he could get some fresh air while 
waiting to find his forever home. To learn about 
leash training cats, check out:   
www.adventurecats.org/backcountry-basics/ 
train-your-cat-to-walk-on-a-leash/

If you have been to our amazing local cat shelter, 
Simonds’ Sanctuary you may have seen what 
is called an outdoor “cattery”. The cattery is a 
closed-in space where the cats can exercise, 
climb, play and watch the birds and squirrels go 
by. Oh yeah, and nap. They do that a lot! If you 
check out “cool catteries” online you can see 
some great examples from around the world.

Critter Care News6

DID You Know 

Clem loves his leash walks.Pet strollers keep cats safe.Mishka & Marceau in their pet 
backpacks.

You can build a cat enclosure (cattery) so 
your cat can go outside and stay safe.

It is safest and healthiest for your cats to live indoors. Cats still love adventure! 
So how can you get your cat into the outside world and keep them safe? 
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We are still working to help the community cats in our area. 
We safely catch the cats, have them spayed or neutered and 
return them to their colony.

If we catch cats or kittens that can learn to trust people, we 
work with the Simonds’ Sanctuary to find good homes. We 
make sure the colonies have food, water and warm shelter. 

Community Cats

To learn more about community cats, check out 
our book “Nobody’s Cats”. You’ll find it on our 
website at www.lakesanimalfriendship.ca

Go to Amazon and download the Kindle edition for 
free on National Feral Cat Day, October 16, 2017!

Community kittens under ten weeks old have 
a good chance of becoming happy house cats. 
Even some adult community cats can learn to 
trust humans. But, some are just too scared 
of people and prefer to stay as part of their 
community cat colony. They can still live healthy, 
happy lives with their family of cats. They need 
a caregiver to make sure they always have food, 
water, shelter and vet care if they are sick.



Thank you to Lakes District Maintenance Ltd.  
for sponsoring Critter Care News. Woof! Woof!
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Bernadette generously made all these amazing, super cozy and soft beds 
for critters in need. Thank you Bernadette! And not only is she so sweet 
to make all these beds, the very happy cat in the picture is a rescued 
Community Cat. This abandoned kitty spent four years scared and alone. 
Eventually, with great patience and love Bernadette tamed him, brought 
him to the vet to be neutered and now he lives the good life!
 

Taylor, her mom Monika and little sister 
Morgan. This fantastic family has helped LAFS 
for years, from volunteering, to adopting animals to donating birthday money, 
which Taylor has done once again! We are so grateful to them for their care, 
compassion and efforts to help so many critters in our community. Thank you!

Carol makes some very creative critter items. Her “Kitten Mittens” are made 
from cat hair. And, her 
“Lady Slippers” are made 
with fur from Lady, a local 

rescued pooch. Lady’s guardian Pat brushes Lady 
regularly and saves the fur. Carol spins the fur into 
yarn and makes slippers! One set was a special gift 
to Christina for her baby Arlan, the latest member of 
the LAFS extended family. The rest of the mittens and 
slippers will be used to raise money for LAFS.

 

Girl Guides from around the world gathered in 
Smithers this summer. They made toys for cats and 
dogs who had to leave their homes because of the 
wildfires in BC. They made so many that there was an 
extra box for LAFS to give to our local animals in need. 
As Dusty and Lulu will tell you, the Girl Guides made 
some very chewable, tuggable toys!

 

Arlan and his Lady Slippers Lady

Our Local Superheroes
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Misty
Misty was found on a dead end 
road. She had no microchip, tattoo 
or collar. She was very scared and 
hungry. Misty was desperately 
looking for someone to help her. 
Dogs cannot survive on their own 
for very long. They need someone 
to care for them so they will have 
healthy and happy lives. Misty’s 
guardian could not be found, so that 
someone was Morgan. Morgan was 
very calm, gentle and patient with 
Misty. Misty now thrives on a farm 
with Morgan and her family. Misty 
protects all the chickens, horses, 
cows and people on the farm!

Misty in her kennel. Sometimes it takes a lot 
of patience! Morgan and her mom read to 
Misty to gain her trust.

Misty & Morgan, 
friends forever.

Birch snuggling with Takoda, went from Community Cat to 
much-loved part of her forever family! 

Forever Families

Birch
Would you believe Birch was a 
community cat?! Birch was one of 
three kittens who were struggling 
to survive on their own. Thankfully 
volunteers helped catch Birch and 
her siblings Maple and Willow. They 
were spayed so they could not 
have babies. There are already too 
many kittens and not enough loving 
homes. Takoda and her family took 
a lot of time and patience to slowly 
gain the kittens’ trust. The kittens 
have grown into happy family cats! 

Anastasia (right) has been a great LAFS 
helper. She is featured in our Hofer House 
booklet, demonstrating how to assemble 
a Hofer House from a kit. She is also a 
talented fiddle player! She played at the 
Burns Lake Open Mic Coffee House, where 
audience donations were collected for LAFS 
this past season. 

Caiomi (left) raised over $50 to help critters in need. She also made cat beds 
with her grandma and donated them to LAFS!



We toured all the local schools to do readings of “Out of 
the Cold” and give each student their very own copy of 
the book. Ms. Ingram, Christina and Dusty came to see 
the students and remind them how to meet a dog safely.

The students at Babine Elementary Secondary School 
got a special treat, Dusty’s big sister Lulu came for a visit 
too! The BESS students were also able to video chat with 
illustrator, Amanda Moeckel. Amanda did the illustrations 
for “Out of the Cold”. 

Amanda talked about working on our 
book and the other kinds of jobs you 
can do if you love to create artwork. She 
complimented the students on the beautiful 
blankets and beds they sewed, which were 
of course featured in the book! 

Amanda has one of the BESS dog beds in 
her apartment in New York City.

Critter Care News12

School Visits

Lake Babine Nation studentsBESS

The Lake Babine Nation
students rocked the song
 “My Dog Rags”.
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Ms. Isaac’s class

Francois Lake
After school group from Nee Tahi Buhn

Kittens in the classroom

The after school group from Nee Tahi Buhn Band 
practiced their dog safety skills, read some favourite 
animal care stories and had fun decorating dog bone 
cookies.

Christina and her helper Constable Wingfield brought 
an extra helping of cuteness to the schools. The 
students met two rescued kittens and learned what 
cats need to stay healthy and happy. Our students 
always amaze us—they know how important it is 
to spay and neuter their cats and dogs! Kittens and 
puppies are cute but there aren’t enough good 
homes for all of them. 
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1 
feather 
teaser

5
mice

4 
smooth
balls

4 
crinkle
balls

Find the Cat Toys

How many did you find?

feather toy

smooth balls

crinkle balls

mice

©Lakes Animal Friendship Society
www.lakesanimalfriendship.ca

feather
toy
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Pet Adoptions: 
Shelters & Rescue Organizations

Animal Welfare Contacts

Dog Training

If you are looking for a new family pet or know of an animal that 
needs help, �contact one of the organizations listed below:

Burns Lake Veterinary Clinic, Burns Lake
Simonds Cat Sanctuary : 250.692.7476

Prince George Humane Society, Prince George 
www.pghumanesociety.ca
princegeorgehumanesociety@gmail.com or 250.640.7415

Northwest Animal Shelter, Smithers
Email info@nwas.ca or www.nwas.ca

Northern Animal Rescue Alliance, Terrace
www.northernanimalrescuealliance.com

Kitimat Humane Society, Kitimat  
250.632.7373

BC SPCA North Cariboo, Prince George : 250.562.5511

BC SPCA Prince Rupert : 250.624.2859

Most organizations also list their adoptable animals on Petfinder 
at www.petfinder.com. Search by city to find local pets.

Critter Care News is written and produced by Valerie Ingram and Alistair Schroff of Lakes Animal Friendship Society. 
For more information about our work or to find out how you can get involved in helping the companion animals  
(critters) in our region, visit our website at www.lakesanimalfriendship.ca or email valerie@lakesanimalfriendship.ca. 
Lakes Animal Friendship Society is a member of the Animal Welfare Advocacy Network of BC, visit www.awanbc.com

Dog jumping up? Pulling on the
leash? Barking all the time? Dogs
aren’t born knowing the rules! A
little training goes a long way, for
both dogs and their guardians.

Lakes Animal Friendship Society: basic training by
donation. Contact valerie@lakesanimalfriendship.ca

K-9 Angels: Tanya Hainstock:
www.k-9angels.net/training.html • K-9 Angels has
kennels too.

Bakers Acres Kennels: Brandie Baker:
250.692.6481or Bakers Acres Kennels on Facebook.
• Bakers Acres has kennels and a cattery, and also
offers doggie daycare, dog walks and grooming.

Lakes Animal Friendship on YouTube!
http://www.youtube.com/LakesAnimalFriends
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Lakes Animal Friendship Society, Southbank
valerie@lakesanimalfriendship.ca | www.lakesanimalfriendship.ca

To report animal cruelty or neglect:
BC SPCA Hotline: 1.855.622.7722

To our “Food for Pets in Need” program partners: Burns Lake 
Community Forest, Bandstra, Starland, PG Petland, local and 
Lower Mainland donors and suppliers, Maggie, Tina, Heather, 
Katie, Willow and the Postmen, and Lakes District Food 
Coalition.

To Bailey for helping with home checks to make more animal 
adoptions possible.

To Prince George Humane Society for helping our local dogs in 
need of a good forever home.

To Christina, James, Debra, Ken, Lynsey and Jer for the 
incredible energy and passion they bring to Lakes Animal 
Friendship Society.

To Woodland Bakery for collecting change and the Burns Lake 
Recycling Depot for allowing people to donate their deposits to 
support LAFS.

To Fraser Lake Sawmills, Dirk Hofer and the industrial arts 
students for helping keep dozens of dogs and cats warm.

To the BC SPCA and Burns Lake Veterinary Clinic for working 
with us to help hundreds of community cats over the past five 
years.

To the Burns Lake Veterinary Clinic for supporting us in helping 
animals from lower-income families.

To the members of the Association of Professional Humane 
Educators (APHE) for sharing your wisdom and resources.

To Allana Sullivan of Mouse in a Box for her years of super web 
site maintenance and support of the critter cause!

To Lisa and LDFC Printing and Stationery for your ongoing 
support and taking on the printing of this newsletter and so 
much more!

To the Chinook Community Forest and its partners for the 
support to make the Lakes District a model community for 
animal welfare.

To the school administrators, teachers and staff who have 
included us in their efforts to promote care, compassion and 
safety.

To Jim for creating the Burns Lake Open Mic Coffee House and 
his idea to collect donations for local groups like LAFS.

To all of our donors, volunteers and supporters — thank you for 
being part of our Circle of Care and Compassion.

A VERY BIG Thank You!

LAFS is now a registered charity!
One-time and monthly donations can be made at 

www.lakesanimalfriendship.ca or mailed to
Box 49 Southbank BC V0J 2P0


