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FALL 2018 

On July 27th a single spark on a  
logging block started a huge forest  
fire near Burns Lake.  Then, a few days 
later, lightning started many new fires.  
It was very scary.  The fires moved fast and filled the 
sky with black smoke that blocked the sun.  As the  
fires grew, hundreds of families had to leave their 
homes.  They had to pack quickly, gather their pets 
and drive away.  Would their homes make it through 
the fire?  They didn’t know.  Farmers had a huge job.  
They moved thousands of cows, horses, sheep, goats, 
chickens, and rabbits to safe areas. 

 

Two Paws Up to all the children in the Lakes District for being brave during the wildfires  
and for helping the local critters be happy, healthy and safe! 
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THANK YOU to all the volunteers who have been working hard to  
reunite lost animals and their families!   

 

We all hope our pets will stay safe at our sides.  But just in case, make sure you have: 
 -photos of your pets 
 -identification like a tag on their collar ("breakaway" collar on cats)  
 -PLUS a tattoo or microchip in case the collar comes off 

Then if your pet is lost, you can take some quick steps.  The sooner the better!!!    
-post on the new Burns Lake Lost and Found Pets Facebook page 
-put in local newspapers and on sites like Kijiji 
-send us a message on Facebook and we'll circulate it too 

 
Thanks to your efforts, Chloe & Mia found their  

way back into their families arms. 

In the end, hundreds of thousands of 
hectares burned. Wildlife lost their 

homes.  Pastures, fences, powerlines, 
sheds, barns and houses went up in 

smoke. Families worked hard to gather 
all their pets and livestock and make 

sure they were safe. First Nations        
welcomed evacuated families into their 
community halls. The Fairgrounds and 

local farms provided homes to farm  
animals from the fire zone. Foster 

homes, kennels and shelters opened 
their doors to evacuated pets who could 
not stay with their families. People from 

across BC and around the world sent 
donations and supplies to help the               
firefighters, the families and their              

faithful furry friends! 
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Thank you Josh Deleenheer,  
Brandie, Tracey, Catherine and 
others for sharing all the great 

pictures. 
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Paws for Hope  
Burns Lake Community Forest  

Lakes District Maintenance 
Tortorella Family Foundation 

Raincoast Dog Rescue  
Jamie and L’il Red Pony Feed and Supplies 

Petcurean 
Trupanion 

Hill’s Science Diet 
Royal Canin 

Boehringer Ingelheim, Elanco,  
Vetoquinol, Zoetis 

Jamesons  
Terrace Animal Society 

The Postmen 
The City of Chilliwack 

Burns Lake Veterinary Clinic 
Lakes District Food Bank 

P&B Feeds and Needs 
Tumbler Ridge Inn 

Suskeena Lodge 
Starland Supply 

The Artisan Centre 
Brandie at Baker’s Acre’s Kennels 

Amanda at Amanda’s Pampered Paws 

Emergency Social Services 
Boileau Transport 

Gwen and the Southside Relief Team 
Aki and True Leaf Pet 

Amy, Meghann and the BC SPCA 
Jan and Marleen Loved at Last Dog Rescue 
Canadian Disaster Animal Recovery Team 

Pet Safe Coalition 
Burns Lake Recycling Depot 

Synth Monkey, The Alkemist and The Hujune 
The Office Pub & Grill 
Lakes Artisan Centre 

Heart Strings 
Playful Flaming Glassworks 

Barkbox 
Woodland Bakery 

Eagle Creek Recreation Commission 
Heather 

Amy  
Katie 

Marlene 
Maggie 

Rise 
Faith 

Kingmic Dogsled Tours 

Sashka, Becky, Gail, John, Justin, Linda, Andrea, Christal, Jay, Nancy, Tammy, Almiria, Pat, Kim, Patricia,  
Cheryl, Pat, Anonymous, Leilani, Sarah and Lasse, Leona, Lynn, Jillian, Tracy, Susan, Shirley, Erin, Kathleen, Alisha, 

Lynsey, Linda, Lane, Aliesha, Joan, Diane, Jeff and Audrey, Jon, Michael, Cynda, Karrie, Jane, Angelika,  
Maggie, Scott, Liz-Anna, Jim, James, Helene, Alice, Debra, Ken, Monika, Hazel, Carol, Kim, Christine, Joanne, Dave, 
Josh, Jill, Joanne, Mike, Cole, Eleanor, Alan, AJ, Amy, Lauren, Rose, Allana, Elizabeth, Pam, Jennifer, Bob, Rosanne, 

Jan, Aidan and Friends, Taylor, Robin, Ken, Cathy, Alyssa, Angie, the Burkholders, Kian, Niko, Wilson Brothers,  
Travis, Elan, Greg, Marnie, Charlie, Sheri, Louise, Jack, Alfred, John, Murray, Pixie, Don, Donna, Deanna, Claudia,  
Selina, Robin, Lance, Lareina, Brian, Katrina, Chris, Rachelle, Bob, Piper, Kay, Crystal, Debbie, Shannon, Dezaray, 

Michael, Joey, Peytanne, Hanna, Teslin, Ted, Alex, Bailey, Mirjam, Hayley, Roni, Annette, Christina Mary,  
Sabrina, Samantha, Kellyn, Shannon, Lucy, Laura, Ashley, James and Christina. 

 

All the firefighting crews and all the other volunteers who helped with animal needs during the wildfires –  
most especially our local student superheroes! 
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Art with Heart For the Critters 

SOMETHING SWEET FOR YOU - 
AND THE CRITTERS! 

When you get your next treat from 
our friends at Woodland Bakery  
and Old & Bold Espresso, you can  

donate the change to Lakes Animal 
Friendship Society.  Every bit helps! 

 
You will also see our donation boxes 

at:  Chevron, Red Apple, Village  
Insurance, Dollar Store, BC Liquor 
Store, Green Grocer, Pharmasave, 
Home Hardware, KFC, Subway, 

LDFC Printing & Stationery & Fields.   
 

We thank all these businesses for  
participating and welcome other 
businesses to contact us for a box. 
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Why foster? 
• Fostering is flexible. 
• You're saving lives. 
• It feels good to help. 
• You'll make new 
friends. 

 
 
 

Are you  
interested in  

fostering? 
Contact LAFS or the 

Burns Lake Vet Clinic. 

 

"Our family had a recent opportunity to foster a dog and it truly was a wonderful experience.  
With two dogs of our own and a toddler, the third dog really mixed things up for all of us in a great 
way. Our toddler loved it and our dogs didn't stop playing. We are pleased to report that Roxy is 
happy and thriving in her new furever home, being doted on as the only dog and is completely 
indifferent to her cat sibling." 
           Written by LAFS Volunteer Lynsey  

We love our fosters!  
“Fostering a dog or cat is not a lifetime  

commitment, it is a commitment to saving a life.” 
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Mrs. Toth, principal of Grassy 
Plains School, knows the  

importance of adopting! Here  
is Sivka, once a scared community 
kitten, blissfully growing up with 

her brother Loki.  

Mrs. Bohmer has a 
huge heart.   She has 

fostered dozens of cats over the years, often 
the very scared and shy community cats 
who need special care. Her generosity to 
the critter cause extends into making pet 

beds and so much more! 

Fostering shy kittens takes extra  
patience and love. Thanks to Sara 

and her family, Snuggles and  
Meow Meow went on to find 
their forever homes. The little 

black kitty named Nephi stayed 
with Sara! 

The Simonds Sanctuary for cats 
at the Burns Lake Vet Clinic has 

many great cats like Hunter 
who need a forever home. 

Looking for something to do 
this winter? Volunteer to help 

feed, play with, read to and 
clean up after the cats.  

Thank you to 
Cameron for  

socializing  
these kittens.  
It's a hard job 

but someone's 
got to do these 
extra snuggles. 
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This fantastic colouring page was created by Sue Birch of Community Cat Movement: 
http://www.communitycatmovement.org/ 

Sue was inspired by the variety of designs for the houses we have built, collected or  
refurbished during the dog and cat house project.  And as Sue said, the houses were not  

complete without happy dogs and cats in them!!! 
Lakes Animal Friendship Society 

www.lakesanimalfriendship.ca   ~  www.facebook.com/LakesAnimalFriendship 
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CREATING COMPASSIONATE YOUTH 
Farm Feral and Stray Scouts from Wisconsin using 

"Nobody's Cats" to inspire their community! 

How Burns Lake & District kids are  
creating a ripple of compassion beyond BC :) 

ADOPT ~ don’t buy a pet 

SPAY / NEUTER your pet 

FOSTER an animal in need 

VOLUNTEER with your local rescue group 

DONATE to support animal welfare efforts 

ENCOURAGE others to do the same 

Tyler and Ella are reading "Out 
of the Cold" to comfort lonely 

shelter dog Dixie in Roger,  
Arkansas!  

This is the community that was 
inspired by Burns Lake to build 

Hofer dog houses for needy 
pooches! Dixie was adopted 

into her forever home two days 
after this picture was taken!! 

Vanessa Steeves and her therapy dog Alma visit 
a class from Fort Vermillion School in La Crete, 

Alberta. She is reading our book  
"How I Love and Care for My Happy Cat/Dog!" 
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Hard working kids at Babine Elementary Secondary!  

Every year these students sew blankets for animals in need.   

Great job kids!! Dusty says Two paws up!! 

Thank you Pat from Animal Allies Humane Society and helper 

Flo who came all the way from Minnesota to help us teach 

our local students! They brought their wisdom and love and 

inspired the children to better care for their animals! 

RainCoast Dog Rescue Society from Vancouver Island came all the 

way to Burns Lake with literally tonnes of food and supplies for 

pets and people during the fires! They worked tirelessly for over a 

week, helping so many! They were gifted a blanket from BESS and 

they were thrilled! 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Cats Love Milk.  
True, they do, but it doesn't  

always 'love' them back. Many get  
a tummy ache from it - they are  

lactose intolerant. 
 

Purring Cats =  Happy Cats? 
True, but not always. They can  

also purr when in pain or scared. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wagging Tails = Happy Dogs? 
True, but not always. It can also be a 

warning: 'please stay away'.  
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Debra Glover enjoyed  

How To Behave So Your Dog Behaves 
Written by Dr. Sophia Yin, DVM, MS for older kids and 

adults. 

What can the reader expect from this book?  
If you are looking for the simple, three step, 
easy-peesy training system, this book is not 
for you. It is a comprehensive, descriptive 

and positive book written in a manner that 
is both informative and fun.  

 

Paws to Read - Everyday! 

Cookie's Fortune 
"The first time I read this story, I felt tears 
in my eyes.  I really like the pictures and I 

also really like the part where Cookie 
smiles at the end. You can really see him 

smiling!" 
Review by Isaac Zayac 

Rescue Kitty 
“Anyone who’s like 
me and loves kitties 

would love this book. 
I was so happy that 

the kitties were found 
and how detailed the 

book was.” 
Review by Dara Roth 

Thank you RedRover for helping kids to 
be kind!  Their beautiful magazine “Kind 
News” has articles, activities and ideas 
about caring for animals and staying 

safe.   Our education and community cat 
programs have been featured in Kind 
News.  Our student superheroes are  

internationally famous!  Lakes Animal 
Friendship Society donated classroom 

subscriptions to all the elementary 
classes last year and we hope you enjoyed every issue.   

 

We love RedRover and many of the books  
Ms. Ingram and Christina read to our local kids are part of the 
fantastic RedRover Readers Program.  The Program includes 

our own book “Nobody’s Cats”! 

 

P&B Feeds for taking care of the donation 

box!  The very generous folks at P&B Feeds offer a 
space for any pet related supplies to be dropped off 

for LAFS. 
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"How I Love and Care For My  
Happy Cat/Dog"  colouring book. 
Mike and Maddie S. loved "My Happy Cat" best!  

Which is your favourite? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

All of our picture, colouring and activity books are 
available for purchase at LDFC or on our website.  

Rhys Griffin is the  
winner of our colouring 

contest for the front 
cover of the "Our  

Family" colouring book. 
Her work will be  

featured in the Carrier 
language version of 
"Our Family" to be  

given to all the local  
elementary schools.  

Harley was found in a ditch on the  
highway near Granisle.  She had been hit 
by a car and her leg was badly broken.   
The amazing Prince George Humane 
Society agreed to take in Harley.  They 
paid the cost of her surgery.  The  
veterinarian decided that removing her broken leg would  
be best.  Harley is now a happy, sweet and energetic  
tripod (three legs)!  
 

Her new guardian Bailey paid the cost to have Harley 
spayed and to have her ear tattooed for identification.   
Bailey works for the Burns Lake Veterinary Clinic and we 
will have an article about her in the next Critter Care 
Newsletter. 
 

Tripods can live long and happy lives.  You can see that in 
these great pictures of Harley.  She even volunteered for 
LAFS, and visited many local kids with Christina! 
 

This is a good reminder that accidents do happen.   Save 
your pennies in case your pet gets sick or hurt.  Those tail 
wags, purrs and doggie kisses are priceless. 

Last November, 
we decided to 

adopt Zoey from 
Lakes Animal 

Friendship. We 
had a 2 year old 
playful lab-cross 
at home that we 

felt needed a 
friend. We had 

no idea how  
perfect Zoey 
would fit into 

our family. She is smart and so full of  
personality. She loves to play, and to go for 
adventures and also loves to lay down and 

cuddle. I had never raised a puppy but  
thankfully we were provided support from 

Lakes Animal Friendship through every  
challenge.                                                                         

We are so grateful for them and for Zoey.   
We love her to bits! 
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Lakes Animal Friendship Society held its  
10th Anniversary Gratitude Gala on  

September 23rd. 2017 
Thank you to the generous community members who attended, 
brought pet supplies, food and donations to help local critters.  
Lowry Olafson from Gibsons, BC entertained the crowd with  
humorous and heartfelt songs, including the Lakes Animal 

Friendship Society theme song. The crowd sang along to "Teach 
My Person How to Love Me" to help close the performance on  

a fitting note.  

The Burns Lake Vet Clinic for taking 

this on with us.  
 

DONORS: 
Lake Babine Nation  

Burns Lake Band 

Village of Burns Lake 

Lakes District Maintenance 

BC Community Gaming Grant 

Bulkley Valley Credit Union 

100 Burns Lakers 

Amanda's Pampered Paws 

Alternative Grounds Coffee and Tea House  

Old and Bold Espresso Bar 

Beacon Theatre 

and other Private Donors 

 VOLUNTEERS:  Debra, June, Lisa and Mandee, Cherill and Barb 
 

And most of all to the dozens of folks who brought their furry family 

members to us – thank you for keeping them happy and healthy! 
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Since his retirement from school visits,                       
Dusty is doing a lot more sleeping.  After 8 

years of helping to teach 8,000 children how 
to greet a dog safely, he's hanging up his leash 
and spending more time at the beach (never 

missing an afternoon nap :)   
 

Dusty sends a huge thank you for all the  
memories and gentle pets from the kids in the 

Lakes District.  Keep up the good work! 

Education = Happy, Healthy Pets and Safe Children! 

Ms. Ingram and Dusty thank all the local schools, teachers, staff and parents for  
allowing us to help teach local students about animal care, compassion and bite safety! 
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Our Hofer Doghouse                  

kits are being            

used all 

around the 

world! 

 

Thank you Emily McCreesh and Dr. Kim Hunter  
of Vet to Pet Mobile Services for bringing much 
needed dog and cat supplies including our dog 

houses to Laxgalts'ap (Greenville), a remote 
northwest community. 

Doghouse kits were delivered to the Nadleh reserve near 
Fraser Lake this year during their Community Animal Care 
Event. Here Achielle is building a doghouse for his dogs Belle 
and Sam! Another house was built by Mrs. Plowman's grade 

4/5 class at Fraser Lake Elementary School. 

A dog rescue group in Seros, Spain called 
"Amigos Peludos Bajo Cinca" built some of our 

Hofer houses. Now they have our books in 
Spanish to help with their education programs! 

Thank you to the donors who have                   
supported this now world class program!  
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Who is Krystal?  
She is the new Educational Assistant at Morris Williams  

Elementary School. And she loves rats! Meet her adopted furry friends 
Winifred, Teddy and Pearl. Watch for more about Krystal and her furry 

family in our next newsletter. 

We are so grateful to Sandy and the elders and youth of Gitsegukla for graciously inviting LAFS to come and read our 
stories and share about the care and compassion our furry family members need. The grand finale was building dog 
houses with these keen community members! 
 

As if that wasn't fantastic enough, Ruth from the Hazelton District Public Library, in celebration of The Year of the 
Dog also invited LAFS to speak! After a lesson in animal care and safety, the dog house kits were distributed. Many 
were taken home for families to build houses for their pets. What makes this extra exciting was that the librarian 
Ruth and friends Steve and Sandy were so inspired by the youth of Burns Lake, they built three house kits them-
selves! Then Linda and Norm Stephens of Stephens Building Supply in Hagwilget pledged to donate materials for 
another dog house build! The icing on the cake is that Kevin Jeffery from the Coast Mountain College will be working 
with the college's Construction Trades Helpers to build even MORE dog houses for their local communities!! The 
College has built three houses so far, two are now in Kispiox and another is in Gitwangak. 
 

Two paws up to Krystal Hoekstra for making these connections happen and to all involved in keeping a few more 
critters cozy warm this winter!  
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Shelters & Rescue Organizations 
If you are looking for a new family pet or know of an animal 
that needs help, contact one of the organizations listed below: 
 

Burns Lake Veterinary Clinic, Burns Lake 
Simonds Sanctuary/Mother Millie Cat Sanctuary | 250.692.7476 
      Misty Simond 
 

      Prince George Humane Society, Prince George 
princegeorgehumanesociety@gmail.com | 250.640.7415 
www.pghumanesociety.ca   
 

      Prince George Equine and Animal Rescue, Prince George 
pgequinerescue@yahoo.com | 250.981.8458 
www.princegeorgeequineandanimalrescue.com  
 

      Northwest Animal Shelter, Smithers 
info@nwas.ca or www.nwas.ca 
 

      Northern Animal Rescue Alliance, Terrace 
northernanimalrescue@hotmail.com 
www.northernanimalrescuealliance.com 
 

      Kitimat Humane Society, Kitimat 
www.kitimathumane.org  |  kchs@citywest.ca  | 250.632.7373 
 

      Terrace Animal Shelter, Terrace 
shelter@terrace.ca  |  250.615.4031 
 

      Thornhill Animal Shelter, Terrace 
250.638.1565 
 

      BC SPCA North Cariboo, Prince George  |  250.562.5511 
 

      BC SPCA Prince Rupert, Prince Rupert  |  250.624.2859 
 

www.petfinder.com.   
 

To report animal cruelty or neglect: 
BC SPCA Hotline: 1.855.622.7722 or callcentre@spca.bc.ca 

 

Dog Training & Grooming 
Dog jumping up?  Pulling on the leash?  Barking all the time?  
Dogs aren't born knowing the rules!  A little training goes a long 
way, for both dogs and their guardians. 
 

Lakes Animal Friendship Society: basic training by donation.  
Contact valerie@lakesanimalfriendship.ca 
 

Bakers Acres Kennels: 250.692.6481 or Bakers Acres Kennels 
on Facebook.  Offering kennels/cattery, doggie daycare, dog 
walks & grooming. 
 

Amanda’s Pampered Paws, Dog Grooming:  250.251.1144  
Amanda's Pampered Paws on Facebook   
amandastrimbold@hotmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
To our “Food for Pets in Need” program partners: Burns Lake  
Community Forest, Bandstra, Starland, PG Petland, local and  
Lower Mainland donors and suppliers, Maggie, Tina, Heather, 
Katie, The Postmen, and the Lakes District Food Coalition. 
 

To Bailey for helping with home checks to make more animal 
adoptions possible. 
 

To Prince George Humane Society for helping our local dogs in 
need of a good forever home. 
 

To Christina, James, Debra, Ken and Lynsey for the incredible en-
ergy & passion they bring to the Lakes Animal Friendship Society. 
 

To the Burns Lake Recycling Depot for allowing people to donate 
their deposits to support LAFS. 
 

To Fraser Lake Sawmills, Dirk Hofer and the industrial arts  
students for helping keep dozens of dogs and cats warm. 
 

To the members of the Association of Professional Humane  
Educators (APHE) for sharing your wisdom and resources. 
 

To LDFC Printing & Stationery for your ongoing support on the 
development and printing of this newsletter and so much more! 
 

To the Chinook Community Forest and its partners for the  
support to make the Lakes District a model community for  
animal welfare. 
 

To the school administrators, teachers and staff who have  
included us in their efforts to promote care, compassion & safety. 
 

To all of our donors, volunteers and supporters - thank you  
for being part of our Circle of Care and Compassion. 
 

To the Heart & Soul Dog and Cat Rescue in Abbotsford. For taking 
on so many kittens and cats that were not finding homes locally. 
And to Dr. Paula Wiebe for transport. 
 

To LD News and LD Express for your support. 
 

To the Animal Welfare Foundation of Canada, Paws for Hope 
Foundation, Province of BC Community Gaming Grant Program, 
Bulkley Valley Credit Union, Northern Health Imagine Grant  
Program, Neuterhead, Village of Burns Lake, Burns Lake Band and 
Lake Babine Nation for helping make our programs a huge success 
over the past year!  
 

To Red & Howling for the fun and fantastic cartoons! 

 

Lakes Animal Friendship Society is now a registered charity! 
One-time & monthly donations can be made at www.lakesanimalfriendship.ca  

or mailed to: Box 49 Southbank BC V0J 2P0 
 

valerie@lakesanimalfriendship.ca  |  www.lakesanimalfriendship.ca 
facebook: lakesanimalfriendship  |  youtube.com/LakesAnimalFriends 

Burns Lake Veterinary Clinic and Mother Millie -  
thank you for your incredible support these past ten 

years.  We couldn't keep local animals happy and  
healthy without your help! 
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